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• Founded in 1974

• NAIHC Members are the tribal 

housing programs that receive 

IHBG funding:

• ~85-90% of the tribes (either 

individually or through 

regional/umbrella housing 

programs) are members

• www.naihc.net
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Tribal Communities & Veterans Snapshot

• 574 Federally-Recognized Tribes in the U.S.

• Communities in about 34 states

• 150,000 Native American Veterans

• Historically, Native Americans have served in 

military at higher rates per capita

• 24,000 active service members
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Tribal HUD-VASH

• 2008 HUD-VASH program wasn’t reaching Tribal 

Communities

• Tribal set-aside first funded in January 2015

• 26 Pilot Tribes

• Funding levels have varied year-to-year

• Early/Ongoing Obstacles

• Housing Stock Issues

• VA Supportive Services Counselors Availability
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VA Native American Direct Loan Program

• Direct Mortgage Loans for Native Americans

• Outreach is an issue as only 7 FTEs for program

• Relies on marketing, regional VA contacts, tribal 

housing program staff

• Only 100+ tribes have signed MOU with VA 

regarding the program
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What NAIHC is Doing

• Advocating for Expansion of HUD-VASH

• Legislation would make program permanent

• Administrative Efforts at HUD expanding program 

to more tribes

• Improving NADL Program

• Tribes now included in Continuum of Care program

• Training and TA to tribal housing programs
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What More Can Be Done

• Engage with Tribes!

• Tribal Housing Programs

• Tribal Veterans Departments

• Recognize that Tribal Members are almost always 

eligible for non-tribal specific programs

• Provide information to NAIHC
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“Shining a Light on Rural 
and Tribal Veterans”: 

Advocacy from Appalachia

2021 NCHV Annual Conference 

Joshua Stewart, Senior Advocacy Manager, Fahe



“We are Fahe”

Fahe is a Network of 50+ 
organizations building the American 
Dream in Appalachia.

Founded 1980, last year with the 
Network we made $300+ million in 
investments into the Region, via:

Economic Opportunities • Education • 
Health & Wellbeing • Housing • Leadership



“Strength in Numbers”





Rural vs Rural
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Not Just 
Mountain 

Towns



Rural and “Persistent 
Poverty”



Homelessness 
Response



Homelessness 
Response



Programmatic Policy 
Advocacy

“Mainstream” Housing and Community & Economic 
Development Investments

HOME Investment Partnership • Community Development Block Grant • USDA 
502 and 504 • CDFI Fund • CDFI Fund Bond Guarantee • Neighborhood 

Reinvestment Corporation • USDA Community Facilities Grants • Appalachian 
Regional Commission • Corporation for National and Community Service • 

Homeless Assistance Grants • Wastewater Loans and Grants • USDA Rural 
Rental Assistance • Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers • Housing Counselling 

• Capacity Building for Community Development • Self-Help Housing • Self-

Help Housing Opportunity Program • Rural Capacity Building • Rural 
Community Development Initiatives • ReConnect Rural Broadband 



Programmatic Policy 
Advocacy
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Rural Income Limit Fairness –
“National Floor” Proposal 

Despite Congress’ best 

intentions when they created 

the system that disburses 

federal housing and community 

development dollars, there is a 

deep unfairness inherent in that 

system. 

Poor rural counties in poor 

states do not have the same 

safety mechanism that poor 

rural counties in rich states 

have. 

Perry KY Randolph 

WV

Washington 

DC

AMI for community $45,400 $54,900 $121,300 

"Low Income" $40,950 $43,900 $77,600 

“Very low income” $25,600 $27,450 $60,650

“Extremely low income” $25,600 $25,750 $36,400

Difference between 

“average family” income 

and “low income” limit

$4,450 $11,000 $43,700



Rural Income Limit Fairness –
“National Floor” Proposal 

Search: 

“doubly disadvantaged 

spotlight” 

to read more about this 

proposal



Structural Issues and 
Advocacy

Addressing structural deficiencies and 

overcoming geographic challenges:

• Investments into communities via 

place-based policy, at scale

• Intentional capacity building of non-

profit providers 

• Equitable resource distribution and 

policy impacts in existing programs

• Scale, and prosperity



Questions and Contact

Joshua Stewart
Senior Advocacy Manager

Fahe 
jstewart@fahe.org

mailto:jstewart@fahe.org






WHY THE 
NAME CHANGE?





FITTING RECOGNITION

“No President can easily commit our sons 
and daughters to war. They are the 
nation's finest.” 

– President George H.W. Bush, 1991





COVID 19



• Office closures
• Technology
• New positions



• Program Enrollment Increases
• Residential Program Impacts
• Vaccines
• Staff Impacts





THE PILOT



• Monterey County, CA
• Shasta County, CA
• Washoe County, NV



• 91% of respondents were veterans
• 87% of respondents reported one or 

more services were needed
• 66% of respondents reported that they 

would like access to job-related 
activities

• 56% of respondents reported that they 
did not know about the benefits they 
may be entitled to.

• 68% of respondents reported that they 
did not know about benefits their 
families may be entitled to.

• 68% of respondents reported not 
having reliable access to the internet.



• 7% of respondents had minor 
children under the age of 18.

• 17% of respondents reported needing 
legal assistance.

• 40% of respondents reported 
experiencing depression.

• 12% of respondents reported having 
an alcohol dependency issue.

• 13% of respondents reported 
experiencing symptoms of PTSD

• 32% of respondents reported food 
insecurity and needing access to food 
resources in their community.



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

• Redding, CA
• Tehema County VSO
• Siskiyou County VSO
• Plumas County VSO
• Benton Airfield
• VetCenter



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

• Home Depot
• Elko FISH
• Fallon Veterinary Clinic
• Winnemucca Food Bank
• VA Vaccine



ENROLLMENTS

• Rural enrollments: increased by 
32% in N. California and by 34% 
in rural Nevada

• Of those enrolled into the 
Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families program during the 
period of July 1, 2020 – May 31, 
2021, 74% have successfully 
located permanent housing.



Lessons Learned



WHAT’S NEXT!







Contact Information

Executive Director, NAIHC
twalters@naihc.net 

Tony Walters

Senior Advocacy Manager, FAHE
jstewart@fahe.org

Joshua Stewart

President & CEO, Nation’s Finest
cjohnson@nationsfinest.org

Chris Johnson

mailto:jstewart@fahe.org
mailto:cjohnson@nationsfinest.org


THANK YOU


