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AGENDA
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▪ Non VA Medical Benefits, Refundable Tax Credits, 

Stimulus Payments, Pandemic Unemployment 

Assistance and TANF



The Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP)

Leveraging Mainstream 

Benefits for Veteran 

Clients

Alex Ashbrook

FRAC 



Hunger

https://frac.org/news/frac-covid-report



Food Insecurity During COVID-19



⮚ Formerly known as Food Stamps 

⮚ Nation’s first line of defense against hunger

⮚ Entitlement responds to increases in need

⮚ Public-private partnership running on rails of 
commerce

⮚ Benefits on Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) 
cards for food purchases from authorized 
SNAP food retailers

What is the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP)?





SNAP Financial Eligibility

Income Limits

Gross income (130% to 
200% FPL)

Net income (100% FPL)

Asset Tests

None in most states

From $2,250 ($3,500 
for HH with elderly or 
disabled member) to 
$25,000



Applying for SNAP

Methods available vary 
state to state 

Online
By mail or 

fax

In person

Mobile 
technology

Authorized 
representative

On phone



⮚ Emergency SNAP (USDA has 
implemented as extra payments to 
those not at maximum allotment)

⮚ SNAP time limits suspended

⮚ SNAP procedural flexibilities
(some per Families First for duration of HHS
pandemic health declaration; others under
regular USDA authority)

COVID-19 
SNAP Rules



COVID-19 SNAP Waivers
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2
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⮚ Do not need permanent address
⮚ Can get SNAP even if got free meals 

at shelter or soup kitchen
⮚ Many ways to prove identity
⮚ May get expedited SNAP

⮚ Should get Standard Homeless 
Deduction ($156.74 for FY 2021)

Homeless or in a 
Shelter and 
SNAP? 



⮚ Education and application assistance

⮚ Trusted messengers

⮚ Modernization of program rules and 
operations

⮚ COVID-19 waivers for streamlining 
process

Connecting 
People to SNAP



COVID-19 Response Asks: SNAP 

boost SNAP maximum benefits 
by 15 percent1.

increase minimum monthly SNAP 
benefit from $16 to $30

2.

suspend SNAP time limits and rules changes 
that would terminate or weaken benefits

3.



Connect with 

@fractweets linkedin.com/company/food-research-and-
action-center

facebook.com/foodresearchandactioncenter

instagram.com/fracgram/@fracgram

!

Alexandra Ashbrook | Director of Special Projects and Initiatives |
aashbrook@frac.org
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Non VA Medical Benefits

High participation, due to enrollment by health care providers

Medicaid  or CHIP available to most pregnant women and children with low 

incomes

In states that have expanded Medicaid, available to most with income under 

133% of FPL

ACA Subsidies Available for Income Between 100 

and 400% of FPL



TITLE

Presentations are communication tools that can be 

used as demonstrations and lectures.

MARKET ANALYSIS AND SALES STRATEGY

Presentations are communication tools that can be 

used as demonstrations and lectures.

OPERATIONS AND LOGISTICS

Presentations are communication tools that can be 

used as demonstrations and lectures.

FINANCIAL PLAN AND PROJECTIONS



Status of State Medicaid Expansion Decisions
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Not Adopting At This Time (12 States)

Adopted (39 States including DC)

NOTES: Current status for each state is based on KFF tracking and analysis of state activity. ◊Expansion is adopted but not yet implemented in MO, NE, and OK. (See 
link below for additional state-specific notes). 

SOURCE: “Status of State Action on the Medicaid Expansion Decision,” KFF State Health Facts, updated August 17, 2020. https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-
indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/ 

https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/


Health Care: Special Cases

Plans that cover children under their parents’ plans must provide coverage 

until adult child reaches 26.

Former foster youth are eligible for Medicaid until they turn 26 (but only in 

the state where they aged out)

Young Adults <26

Veterans and their spouses are not subject to the five year waiting period

Immigrants ineligible for Medicaid due to immigration status but lawfully 

present can get ACA subsidies.  (But does not include DACA holders)

Benefits received by active duty military, but not veterans, are not considered 

under public charge.

Immigrants



Refundable Tax Credits 

EITC for Workers without Dependent 

Children

Maximum of $529 in 2019

For single workers earning < $15,570

For married workers earning < $21,370

Much larger for parents – max of $3,526 for  

parents with one child

Must have a social security number to claim

Earned Income Tax Credit



Economic Impact Payments

$1200 per qualifying adult

$500 per child under 17

Must have social security number to qualify

Whole household disqualified if one spouse only 

has ITIN, except for military spouses

Ineligible if can be claimed as dependent by someone 

else

Phases out for higher income taxpayers 

($75,000 single, $150,000 married)

CARES Act Stimulus Payments



Most Payments Sent Automatically

If you filed a 2019 or 2018 tax return

But, those payments only included adult portion  -- not child dependents --

unless the recipient filled out the form online

If you receive Social Security, SSI, Railroad Retirement or Veterans Affairs 

pension or disability benefits

About 7 million have requested the stimulus payment

But that leaves 5 million people who are still eligible – and must apply by 

October 15 in order to receive the payment this year.

Estimated 12 million  people not reached automatically



Oct 15 Deadline: Outreach is Needed

Presentations are communication tools that can be 

used as demonstrations and lectures.

MARKET ANALYSIS AND SALES STRATEGY

Presentations are communication tools that can be 

used as demonstrations and lectures.

OPERATIONS AND LOGISTICS

Presentations are communication tools that can be 

used as demonstrations and lectures.

FINANCIAL PLAN AND PROJECTIONS
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Can Claim Past Years’ Credits
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Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA)

▪ Covers workers not eligible for UI, who “self certifies” 
unemployed for 11+ COVID-19 reasons.

• Broadly covers: “self employed, is seeking part-time 
employment, does not have sufficient work history, or 
otherwise would not qualify for regular unemployment 
compensation.”
▪ 39 weeks, retroactive to January 27th

▪ Benefits levels same as DUA (state law applies)

Nationalized COVID-19 program based on Disaster Unemployment Assistance



Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

Cash assistance for families 

with children

Varies widely by state.



elowerbasch@clasp.org

www.clasp.org

@ELB_CLASP

Thank You

Elizabeth Lower-Basch

mailto:elowerbasch@clasp.org
http://www.clasp.org/


Thank You!

Q&A


